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Dear Families and Friends
Welcome to the first Newsletter of the academic year. I would like to take this
opportunity to welcome our new starters and their families and to remind you that
KTS is here for you.
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any concerns or queries
however small they may be. We have a lovely staff team who are always willing to help
and support. If it is about your child the first point of contact would be the class
teacher. We do our best to get back to you as quickly as we can.
Can I also thank the families that completed the questionnaire before the summer (I
have attached a summary of the results). The full report is available on the school
website

General Update

K e vi n

Newly decked area outside of U5 and U6

KTS1

Red Class have enjoyed learning about our topic ‘Seasons and Harvest’. A favourite
session is food exploration, where they have explored foods from different seasons,
such as porridge for winter and jelly and ice cream for summer. They also enjoyed
activities linked to the focus rhyme "Old Macdonald" and loved cleaning the muddy
farm animals! In Pink Class, the children have been 'wowed' by the exciting things in
our bucket during Attention Autism, which is a new strategy they are trialling. White
class have had fun printing with vegetables and decorating leaves as part of their art
sessions. They have also explored different ingredients and made apple crumble and
vegetable soup during their food exploration sessions. Blue class have been working
hard during music lessons and love the songs from the new scheme called Charanga –
they have some budding musicians in there who especially love the big drum!

KTS2

KT3 & KTS +

This half-term’s topic is ‘Seasons and Harvest’ and Green class have been spending time
outside and looking for signs of autumn. They have made the most of our apple trees
around school, collecting apples and making pies, crumbles and puree! Purple class made
some fantastic masks for their favourite song 'Old MacDonald'. They have also been
improving their fine motor and listening skills using the Dough Disco programme. In Grey
class they have been looking at different types of plants and trees in their Science
lessons. They have recently been on an autumn walk to see what the trees look like as they
start to lose their leaves and to also see what types of trees we could identify by looking
at different leaves. Orange class have been growing beans in their science lessons and
learning about what they need in order to grow. Some of them have grown very big – we
certainly have some green-fingered pupils here at KTS! Yellow Class have enjoyed the song
‘Dingle Dangle Scarecrow’ and enjoyed making their own scarecrows in art.
This half term U1 visited the KTS+ cafe where they were
able to buy their own snack and drink prepared and made
by pupils at KTS+. The pupils enjoyed seeing some familiar
staff and pupils as well as being able to visit the building
and look around at the facilities.
As part of our work looking at Autumnal changes, U2
visited Guisborough Walkway where Paul Waugh,
Countryside Ranger, led us on a walk to examine signs of
Autumn, including finding seeds, leaves and berries. We
learned about seed dispersal, including how birds can be
responsible for distributing seeds many miles from where
they ate them.
U3 have spent the last half-term discussing and learning about
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U3 have spent the last half-term discussing and learning about harvest and
as part of our topic we visited Fletchers Farm in Little Ayton, where we
were able to purchase freshly harvested produce and see the animals.
U5 also enjoyed a visit to Guisborough Branch Walkway, where we looked
for signs of Autumn. Fallen leaves and twigs were collected, to make a game
of 'Ker-Plunk' using a hollowed-out pumpkin, twigs and conkers back at
school!
U6 have enjoyed this terms topic 'seasons'. We have been very busy
making hedgehog bread, spider cookies and some delicious apple crumble
from apples we picked in school. We have loved exploring leaves, seeds and
twigs and enjoyed our trip to Kirkleatham. We loved our visit to the cafe!
KTS+1 are the transition class at KTS+ and as part of their SETPD qualification
are exploring future opportunities for after they leave school. This year’s
leavers have attended our school transition events to find out about colleges and
day services locally and we have visits to local colleges planned over the next
few weeks, starting with Middlesbrough College and Prior Pursglove College.
In KTS+2 during our Animal Care sessions this term, students have taken part in
practical activities to care for horses. They are visiting stables each week to
learn about feeding, grooming and mucking out areas for the horses. Students are
enjoying taking part in these activities and completing tasks which will go towards
their ‘Using Employability Skills’ qualification.
KTS+3 have been busy exploring the different services which
are available to them when they leave KTS. So far they have
taken part in a music session at Backstreet Theatre, walked
the goats at Beyond Boundaries and taste tested some
chocolate cookies at Botton Village. We are looking forward to
exploring even more places after half term.

Notices

MEET ROB ANDERSON
OUR NEW FINANCE LEADER

th

We break up for autumn half on Friday 26
October and return to school on Monday 5th
November. Professional Development days
for 2018/19:
Friday 30th November 2018
Monday 18th March 2019
Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd July 2019
Half Termly Governors Update
The finance committee agreed to implement
the new national teachers’ pay award.
The Building Health and Safety group have
reviewed our priorities around capital
expenditure and have also agreed to apply for
Capital Investment Funding.
Maggie Hadland our safeguarding Governor
attended a morning workshop around managing
stress in the workforce.

Hi, my name is Rob Anderson, and I have recently
joined KTS as the Finance Leader.
Having previously worked for an accounts practice I
am excited to join the KTS school life and I’m looking
forward to getting to know the pupils, parents and
staff.
I hope I will be able to contribute to the running of
the academy and help enable KTS Academy provide
the best facilities and resources for the pupils and I
fully support the school values of respect, tolerance
and equality for all.
Away from work I like to relax by playing and watching sport, mainly football and
golf but I generally enjoy everything.
I sit in the corner of the main office and my door is always open so if you want to
pop in and say hi or if you require help with anything please come in.
Thanks to everyone for being so welcoming and I look forward to working with you
all.

Rob
IM POR TA NT SE CURI TY NO TICE

In order to adhere to DBS regulations, can all parents please ensure they report to the main reception when visiting school for any reason?

KTS Academy is committed to the safeguarding of its pupils.
For your information the Designated Safeguarding Lead for our school is Kevin Thompson, or, in Kevin’s absence, Brian Richardson or
Sarah Gunn. The school Governor for Safeguarding is Maggie Hadland
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